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It is my greatest pleasure to be able to 
attend the 2" Lambeth Conference 
after I celebrated the 10” anniversary 
of my consecration this year. It is the 
13" Lambeth Conference with 750 
Bishops attending who represent 37 
Anglican Provinces which cover more 
than 160 countries of the world. 
Including spouses, ACE members and 
ecumenical participants approximately 
2000 people participated. Among them 
were 11 women bishops and 224 
African bishops. The African bishops 
outnumbered those from any other 
region. The whole process of the 
conference was supported by Holy 
Communion conducted by bishops of 
the various provinces in the morning, 
morning prayer with Bible study, noon 
prayers and evensong. 
M participants strongly felt 
they were very much benefited 
by the Holy Communion and Bible 
study. In the celebration of Holy 
Communion we clearly witness the 
spirit of the Anglican Communion 
unity in diversity and clearly also see 
the degree of . The Anglican Church is 


a Church which appreciates culture 
very much for it is also part of God’s 


THE:BISHOP’S LETTER-REFLECTIONS 
ON THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE 


creation and the achievement of human 
reason. Especially most of the sermons 
preached are excellent and inspiring. 
| was appointed by the conference 
as the leader of the 19" Bible study 
group which has 9 bishops and one 
ACE consultant. We came from 7 
countries. The theme of this Bible 
study was “Leadership under pressure”. 
The text is St. Paul’s second letter to 
the Corinthians which most of the 
bishops regarded as very suitable and 
helpful. Through the Bible study, we 
learned a great deal from St. Paul 
about the true spirit of Christian 
leadership. He is honest about his 
weakness yet he strongly believed that 
God’s grace was sufficient for him. He 
refused to be a leader of authority, 
strength, power and coersion, rather he 
preferred to be a leader of love, 
confession, and authority with 
persuasion, which is Christ-centered 
leadership. 
Ae of Canterbury, Dr. 
George Carey, in his presidential 
address to the conference with the 
theme “Transformation and Renewal” 
strongly stressed that when we are 


entering the 3 millenium, we are 


required to renew our vision. In this 
regard, he concluded, “the many world 
problems we face will be discovered in 
their true perspective only if we look at 
them readily in the context of our 
grateful certainty of God’s sovereign 
love; the God who can transform what 
is deathly and death-dealing within us; 
the God who is working his plan out as 
year succeeds to year.” 
S econdly, he stressed to seek a 
renewal of our church and our 
Anglicanism — “the interplay of Bible, 
tradition, and reason which never 
undermines the primacy and authority 
of scripture.” Archbishop strongly 
stated that “Anglicanism has never 
regarded itself as a final form of 
Christianity. As with many churches, 
we look ahead to God’s promise of a 
transformed and renewed church when 
we shall all be visibly one, Holy , 
~ Catholic and Apostolic.” 

Archbishop also expressed ihat 
there needs to be a renewal of our 
mission. Evangelism and mission are 
inseparable. “We need to spread the 
Gospel but also to press for action on 
the great issues confronting our 
world...” He also stressed the 
importance of “the local” in the task of 
mission and evangelism. “Be less 
English! Be more African or Asian or 
South American. Let your traditions, 
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music and devotion enrich your life 

Finally Archbishop challenged 
the bishops to seek the renewal of their 
vocation. It is Archbishop’s hope that 
“through mutual counsel, spiritual 
encouragement and the sharing of 
vision for the advancement of Christ’s 
kingdom, we will become more 
effective channels for God’s spirit to 
work through.” Together at this 
conference let us seek a fresh vision of 
Christ centered leadership.” 


pede major issues at this 
conference are international debt 
and human sexuality. The biggest 
burden confronting many nations is the 
massive debt they owe to the world’s 
richest nations and international 
financial institutions. Each day debtor 


nations pay $717,000,000 in debt 
service. In 1997 they paid $270 billion 


"in debt service, around $60 per person. 


This massive debt repayment has 
devastating impact on the lives of 
debtor countries. A major portion of 
the national income of these debtor 
countries is diverted to debt repayment 
and therefore no monies are accessible 
for health and education. The results of 
this are high levels of unemployment, 
poverty, homelessness, inadequate 
housing, harmful effects on the lives of 
women and children and trafficking in 


drugs and arms. Therefore, bishops 


seek the cancellation of debt as a 
matter of justice, human dignity, and 
equality for all who share life on this 
planet and who are equal bearers of the 
image of God. In sum, they call for 
release of those who are captive to 
economic forces beyond their control, 
and liberty from their oppression by 
the chains of debt. 
lee second major issue is human 

sexuality. The final resolution 
passed with 526 bishops voting in 
favor to only 70 voting against. Forty- 
five bishops abstained. The resolution 
upholds the traditional Biblical 
teaching — faithfulness in marriage 
between a man and a woman in 
lifelong union, rejecting homosexual 
practice as incompatible with scripture. 
It cannot advise the legitimizing or 
blessing of same sex union or 
ordaining those involved in same 
gender unions. In addition, the 
resolution states “We commit 
ourselves to listen to the experience of 
homosexual persons and we wish to 
assure them that they are loved by God 
and that all baptized, believing and 
faithful persons, regardless of sexual 
orientation, are full members of the 
body of Christ.” 

The silence of an all night vigil, 
lead by Jean Vanier, founder and 
director of the L’ Andre network of 


communities for people of learning 
and other disabilities, which included a 
service of light and a service of 
reconciliation, including a liturgy of 
foot-washing were very meaningful 
and inspiring in the context of the 
Lambeth conference. Jean Varnier 
challenged the conference to adopt 
patterns of servant-leadership — to 
exercise authority in love — in truth and 
forgiveness. 
I was very fortunate to visit St. 
Martin’s Church in Canterbury, the 
first church in England. The Vicar in 
Charge told us that daily prayers there 
have continued one thousand and five 
hundred years. Such steadfastness of 
Christian faith impressed me 
overwhelmingly. 
I was also very happy to attend the 
candlelight pilgrimage at 
Canterbury Cathedral. The presence of 
God is overwhelming and the beauty 
of the Gothic architecture is beyond 
my description and to be appreciated 
very much. The Shrine of Archbishop 
Thomas Becket was the climax of the 
pilgrimage. Thank God for the 
faithfulness of Thomas Becket, may 
we follow his footsteps to be the 
Lord’s faithful servants. 
A last but not the least, I will give 
my hearty thanks to VTS for 


conferring on me the honorary degree 


during the Lambeth Conference in 
Canterbury Cathedral. I feel deeply 
thankful to Bishop Peter James Lee, 
the Rev. Dr. William S. Stafford, 
Christopher 
I am very grateful to those who 


---- and my dear guests. 


showed their hospitality and warmth 
while we were in England this time, 
especially to Peter Leung Charles 
Aylwin, Nancy Edmond, and Peter 
Coster. All in all, I am most grateful to 
the Almighty God for His wonderful 


gift which is more than enough for me. 
Many thanks to the Archbishop and 
Mrs. Carey, Rev. Canon John Peterson, 
David Long and all who expended so 
much effort to make this Lambeth 
Conference a truly memorable event. 
Thanks also to those who gave Taiwan 
so much visibility in the Lambeth daily. 
May God richly bless the Anglican 
Communion through this wonderful 
Lambeth Conference. 
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PRESIDING BISHOP GRISWOLD’S LETTER 


August 14, 1998 
' My brothers and sisters in Christ: 

As your Presiding Bishop and 
Chief Pastor I write you as the 
Lambeth Conference of Anglican 
bishops has just concluded in 
Canterbury, England. 

During these next days of quiet I 
will I begin to put in perspective and 
process in prayer the gathering of 
bishops. I will have more to say in the 
autumn, and also look forward to 


sharing impressions with other bishops 


‘after they too have had time for 


reflection. 

However, I write now with a 
pastoral word, knowing that many in 
our church are concerned about the 
vote of the conference on sexuality. I 
want to assure you all of my 
continuing concern for and 
commitment to all members of the 
Episcopal Church who recognize 
themselves as gay and lesbian. 

For me, homosexuality is not 


primarily a cause or an issue: it is a 


matter of men and women I know, 
respect and love, and whose lives bear 
ample witness to the fruits of the Spirit 
as enumerated in Galatians 5:22. It is 
about people with whom I have shared 
ministry and friendship, whose many 
gifts have enriched my life and 
continue to bless and upbuild the 
Church. 

Though the Lambeth Conference 
is not a legislative body, each of the 
four subject "sections" brought forth 
"resolutions" which were debated and 
voted in plenary. A resolution on 
sexuality was brought forward by the 
section working on this topic. 

Their resolution was based on the 
careful report they had crafted over 
more than two weeks of intense 
conversations. This group of persons 
of widely diverse opinions opened 
themselves to show one another the 
deep sense of the action of God in their 
lives and particular circumstances, and 
offered to the conference the fruits of 
their efforts. Their resolution was 
amended during the plenary 
discussions. 

I chose to abstain during the vote. 
I did so because I found parts of the 
resolution more positive both in tone 
and content, particularly when 
considered in relationship to the 


nuances of the report on which it was 


based. At the same time I took 
exception to other parts and believe we 
must explore more fully the whole 
question of what is compatible and 
“incompatible with Scripture.” It must 
be noted that faithful persons in our 
church, who see themselves as under 
the authority of Scripture, do not 
interpret the Bible in the same way. 

It is my hope and prayer that the 
Lambeth resolution commitment “to 
listen to the experience of homosexual 
persons” will lead to a broader 
conversation which will more fully 
reveal God’s lived word of grace at 
work in the lives of gay and lesbian 
Anglican Christians. 

In the days ahead I will do 
everything I can to foster a climate of 
frank and respectful conversation 
which will allow different points of 
view to address and hear one another, 
not only within our own Episcopal 
Church , but more widely in the 
Anglican Communion. 

With the prayer that the Spirit of 
Truth will guide us, and with gratitude 
for the life we share as members of 
Christ’s risen body, I am 

Yours in Christ, 


Frank T. Griswold 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 


HONORARY DOCTORATE PRESENTED 


TO BISHOP CHIEN 


On July 27, 1998, Virginis Theological Seminary presented an honorary 
doctorate to Bishop Chien. The following article includes Bill and Pauls 


Newbould’s first person account of the event, followed by Bishop Chien’s 


prepared remarks which he did not give at the ceremony, and the citation itself 


that accompanied the diploma. 

So sorry all of you could not be 
here. It was a lovely service. The 
ceremony took place at Canterbury, the 
birthplace of English Christianity, in 
the cathedral founded by St. Augustine 
in the 6 century. It was in the crypt 
chapel of our Lady of Undercroft built 
by Bishop Anselm in the 11" century, 
one of the oldest parts of the cathedral. 
Just to the right of the chapel is the 
Huguenot chapel still used for services 
in French, just as it has been for the 
last three hundred years, so the 
- ceremony also had ecumenical 
connections. We had been to the crypt 
chapel the previous day when it was 
full of visitors from all over the world 
pushing to light a candle and sat a 
prayer, just like the pilgrims of old 
visiting the shrine of Thomas Becket. 

Because it was a private 
ceremony, the crypt was closed to the 
public and a large crowd of family, 
friends, and academic colleagues 


gathered for what was a very happy 
occasion. 

As well as our own bishop, the 
Virginia Theological Seminary also 
awarded an honorary degree to The 
Right Rev. Gondi Theodore Abraham, 
Bishop of Nandyal, South India. 

The ceremony was presided over 
by the Right Rev. Peter James Lee, 
Bishop of Virginia and Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees and the Rev. Dr. 
William S. Stafford, Associate Dean of 


Academic Affairs, and vice president 


officiant. The service started with the 
opening hymn “All People that on 
Earth Do Dwell”, then continued with 
Psalm 63. The reading was from 
Matthew, Chap. 9, verses 35 — 38. 
During the actual awarding ceremony, 
when both bishops were given the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity, 
the great achievements of our dear 
Bishop were cited, but it was also 


remembered that he has retained his 


humility and is still a man of the 
people. The service closed with the 
hymn ‘Thou Whose Almighty Word”, 
after which we were all able to give 
him our congratulations and go for 
refreshments. 

There was a nice group of people 
there with Taiwan connections. As 
well as ourselves and Charles Aylwin, 
who took an enormous number of 
pictures, there was Charlotte Chang 
from St. John & St. Mary’s 


Technological & Commerce’s College; 
Rev. Peter Leung from CMS;, Francis 
and Shirley Wang [Francis is the son 
of Bishop Wong who is buried in the 
Chapel]; Nancy Edmond and Tony 
Price, both of whom lived in Taiwan in 
the 80’s and attended Good Shepherd 
when the Bishop was Rector there. The 
hymns and psalm reflected the 
spreading of the word of God 
throughout the world. 


BISHOP'S REMARKS 


Greetings in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

I am most grateful to the Board of 
the Trustees of Virginia Theological 
Seminary for conferring on me an 
honorary degree on my 10th year as 
the Bishop of Taiwan Episcopal 
Church at such a dignified and 
historically significant place during a 
Lambeth Conference. Clearly, great 
efforts have been taken to make this 
occasion possible. To those who took 
part, especially Rt. Rev. Peter James 
Lee , Dean Martha Horne, and Dr. 
William Stafford, I feel deep 
appreciation. VTS takes pride in me 
and I am extremely proud of being a 


part of VTS. 

In the fall of 1973, I was sent by 
my Bishop, the Rt.Rev. James Pong to 
VTS after several years service in 
parishes. I got my first theological 
degree from Tainan Theological 
College which is a Presbyterian 
seminary and of course very different 
from our tradition. Not only were we a 
minority, but most of their students did 
not appreciate our liturgy. Therefore 
we were always under great pressure. 
In this regard, to send students abroad 
to Anglican-Episcopal seminary was 
and is necessary. I treasured such an 
opportunity to attend VTS very much. 
When I first came to VTS, I attended a 


reception and met Dr. Jim Ross, the 
then director of Graduate Study, who 
discouraged me by saying that I was 
not yet a candidate for STM for they 
were not sure my English ability was 
adequate, yet he advised me to see 
Dean Wood. Fortunately Dean Wood 
accepted me as a candidate after we 
met. 

It was not easy for me to do such 
an adventure for I had to leave my 
family with three small children and to 
attend classes totally in English. To tell 
the truth, I was very fearful the first 
semester, for I had to gain at least a B 
grade in every class. If my memory is 
correct, I was requested to take 20 
credits in addition to a thesis. And 
especially, my Bishop told me before I 
left for USA that If I could get the 
degree get it, but if not, I still had to 
come back on time. The pressure was 
very great. 

Though I only spent less than one 
year at VTS, I felt well equipped for 
my ministry. I took many courses from 
Dr. Trattor whose character attracted 
me very much. Dr. Charles Price was 
my tutor who gave me loving care 
while I was at VTS. He gave his 
lectures in systematic theology in a 
very attractive and interesting ways. To 
him I gave my great admiration and 


appreciation. Dr. David Scott was also 


a favorite professor. From him I 
learned Christian Ethics and 
Anglicanism. 

My thesis advisor again was Prof. 
Charles Price. He guided me well in 
producing “Christianity and 
Confucianism”. With hindsight, it 
seems an immature work. But it was 
the beginning of a work-in progress , 
for the Diocese of Taiwan has added to 
Anglican liturgy the Service to Honor 
Parents and/or Ancestors in keeping 
with God’s commandments and Jesus’ 
teachings. This is great comfort to 
those in China who wish to come into 
full Christian faith from the indigenous 
religions of the area, including 
Confucianism and Buddhism. God 
directs us and uses us in ways we 
cannot foresee. It is only with 
considerable hindsight they become 


‘clear. 


I like the beautiful and 
comfortable library where I spent most 
of my time while I was at VTS. The 
campus, the dormitory, the dining hall 
impressed me deep in my heart. 
Thanks to God’s help, I got my STM 
degree and was appointed as the rector 
of Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Taipei. 

After graduating , I have been 
able to pay two visits to VTS although 
the distance from Taiwan is very great. 


I am always proud of being a part of 
VTS. I also tried to develop a stronger 
relationship between VTS and my 
diocese. I am very grateful to God to 
have Dr. Charles Price and Dr. David 
Scott to visit us and offer lectures at 
our Episcopal Trinity School of 
Theology which proved very 
beneficial to our people who attended 
their lectures. I do sincerely hope that 
our relationship can be further 
strengthened. Today’s presentation is 
vital witness to such a wonderful and 
on-going relationship. 

I thank VTS for this special gift. 

Throughout the difficult and 


wonderful experience of my year at 


VTS and throughout my entire 
ministry, I had, and do have, the total 
support of my wonderful wife, Grace, 
who cared for our children in my 
absence and who never doubted my 
success. I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce her and to 
thank her publicly. 

I also thank all of you who made 
a big effort to come for this special 
occasion. I see here today many faces 
of people who have played a part in 
the growth and development of the 
Episcopal Church in Taiwan. 

May God richly bless you and all 
the best. 


WEHLCOME 


Mr. Aurelio Estrade will be 
working in Taiwan for three months 
beginning August 26" 1998. He has 
worked for some years with the Asia 
Pacific Mission for Migrant Filipinos 
and is at present in charge of their 
research, Documentation and 
Publication [RDP] Programme. He has 
recently been assigned to undertake 


initial networking and crisis 
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intervention work for Filipinos who 
have labor problems in Taiwan. During 
his stay he will be looking into the 
possibility of basing a member of staff 
of the Mission in the country. In order 
to do this he will be contacting many 
church groups. APMMF’s work is well 
established in Hong Kong and is 
supported by St. John’s Cathedral in 
Hong Kong. 


Virginia Theological Seminary 


CITATION 


John Chien 
Doctor in Divinity, Honoris Causa 
July 27, 1998 


John Chien, when the Diocese of Taiwan asked you to serve as their first Taiwanese 
bishop ten years ago, it selected one who had already contributed greatly to the life of the 
Episcopal Church in Taiwan. After four years of study in economics at Tunghai University, and 
then two years of compulsory military service, you attended and earned your first theological 
degree at Tainan Theological Seminary in Taiwan. During that time you also met your future 
wife, Grace, and were married after graduation from seminary. Immediately after ordination, 
you served for three years at St. Andrew's-by-the-Sea, whose congregation consisted of 
fishermen, a ministry not without precedent in our religion. From there you served as vicar of 
Grace Church mission in Tainan. 

These six years of very intensive work were followed by two years of study at Virginia’ 
Theological Seminary, where in 1974 you earned the degree of Master of Sacred Theology. 

Upon returning to Taiwan, you began a remarkably fruitful eleven years of service as 
rector of Good Shepherd Parish near Taipei, as rector of its two-part congregation, the English- 
and Chinese-speaking groups. You helped that mission become a parish; you conceived of and 
oversaw the construction of the Bp. Chung Memorial Hall, a five-story building housing its 
social service, kindergarten and Christian education programs. You promoted social service 
projects in the surrounding community. 

After a year of study in England, you were called to serve as Dean of St. John's 
Cathedral in Taipei, and then, after two years, you were elected Bishop. You began new 
initiatives in many areas of the diocese's life, expanding ordained and lay ministries and 
fostering theological education. You have served on the Board of St. John's and St. Mary's 
Institute of Technology, the largest Anglican-sponsored technical institute in the Anglican 
Communion. You have served many other educational and social service organizations, and 
have shown visionary leadership in ecumenical and interfaith relations in Taiwan. 

Despite all of these accomplishments, you remain a sincerely humble person, 
acknowledging your dependence on God for help in the grueling work of serving as the only 
bishop for the Anglican diocese covering the whole of Taiwan. In your recent Convocation 
address as bishop, you said that you came from a simple farm family, and did not deserve the 
office of bishop. But your Christian good humor, your patience, pastoral skill, administrative 
ability, your vision and your accomplishments show that the diocese chose wisely when they 
called you to serve as their bishop. Your Christian character and all your contributions to the 
life of the church in Taiwan bring honor to Virginia Seminary, and your alma mater is proud to 
present you with the degree of Doctor in Divinity, Honors causa. 


VIRGINIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
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TAIWAN JOURNEY 


By Paula Newbould 


f ‘his magazine is called 
“Friendship” and I look back on 


the past seven years in Taiwan as a 
journey of Friendship and Faith. The 
warm welcome we received from the 
Taiwan people, our driver, my 
husband’s colleagues, other ex-pats, 
made us feel, Yes, we want to live and 
work here, and this is going to be a 
rewarding experience. We were very 
thrilled when we moved into our house, 
with Peitou as our local shopping area. 
In those days the market and temple 
were the centre of local life and there 
were hardly any western shops. We 
looked in local directories for English 
speaking church services and decided 
Good Shepherd seemed to be the right 
one for us. As soon as we entered its 
quiet friendly atmosphere we knew we 
had made the right decision. David and 
Allison Cobbett and the rest of the 
congregation gave us a warm welcome 
and it was good to hear the familiar 
words of the Anglican service in 
English and join the church activities. 
| was soon voted to sit on the vestry 

as an alternate and got to know our 
fellow Chinese parishioners. 
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r was fun learning Chinese, 
exploring Taipei and attending our 
first Chinese wedding. We went to 
nearly 30 in seven years! Soon three 
Chinese ladies asked me to help them 
with English conversation and we 
became close friends over the years. I 
also helped with The American School 
[TAS] library, served on the British 
Women’s Group committee, and 
visited the SOS Village. This helped us 
to settle and get to know people, but 
we also felt we were giving something 
to the community that had made us so 
welcome. 
S uddenly I was no longer a new 
comer, I was the one showing 
people where to shop, how to cope 
with hospitals, where to go to church, 
how to understand the local customs 
and looking after company visitors. 
Bill and I drove around the whole of 
the island. On the delights of the fresh 
mountain air and the wonderful day we 
spent sever hours walking around 
Tainan. Family and friends came to 
visit and we shared our travels with 
them and with Chinese friends, 


including riding all the rail lines in 


£2 


Taiwan 
i ie days were not long enough and 
Bill was away a lot traveling on 
business and we became long term ex- 
pats. I got to know many of the 
Westerners who have lived here for 
years and cannot bear to leave, who 
became my dear friends. 
i was fun to help the Canadians with 
the grave-cleaning at Ching Ming, 
this led to us helping with the 
dedication of the Kinesaki Memorial. I 
chaired the Chinese Cultural Study 


Group for two years and so passed on 
my love and knowledge of Chinese 
history and culture to over 15 
nationalities. 
Caen after seven years was 
almost like a bereavement for 
Bill and me, but even in our last month 
there were new people to get to know 
and help. Our time in Taiwan was 
happy and rewarding, but at the heart 
of it all was our weekly service at 
Good Shepherd and the spiritual 
harmony it brought to our lives. 


TAICHUNG 


RUTH JOBES 
Sadly, July saw the end of an era 
for Taichung, for Morrison Academy, 
and for St. James’ Episcopal Church, 
with the retirement and departure of 
Ruth Jobes, musician and pianist for 
the English language congregation 
here at St. James’. Ruth is back in the 
USA. She stayed with the Craighills, 
where she will return on 5" August. 
She will return to Taiwan briefly on 15 
August, and play the piano at our 
service on the 16". August for the last 
time. Reluctantly, we will have to say 
“Goodbye” to her. She will certainly 


be missed in Taichung. Some of us 
attended her farewell concert at 


Morrison Academy, which was a great 


‘tribute and a musical feast, the finale 


of which was Ruth’s solo of “Amazing 
Grace” on the viola. 


LIFE GOES ON 

Anyway, life goes on in Taichung. 
Numbers at our weekly communion 
fluctuate. For example, the Sunday 
before last we had 22, which I think is 
the most we have had since Christmas 
Day. That was followed, last Sunday, 


by a service without any Filippinos, so 


we had only 13 in spite of the fact that 
we had two new people and a “guest 
appearance” by Carl Thelin, who is 
now living in Hawaii. Philip Gibson is 
travelling more for his company, and is 
away half the time. I have recruited my 
friend Neil, a Canadian, as a musician. 
His instrument is the harp, but he has 
bought a keyboard, so that he can 
practice hymns. He has a theology 
degree so he will be good in our 
discussions. 


BIBLE STUDY | 

I started again from scratch with 
the Tuesday English Bible Study, and 
have scraped together 5 people, 4 of 


whom are new. I also do a Bible Study 
on Thursday morning at the YMCA on 
San Mien Road. 


PASTORAL 

A Canadian couple has asked me 
to marry them at St. James’ at the 
beginning of September. This is a good 
pastoral opportunity, and a chance to 
have a large number of the 
international community in the chapel 
here. 

“Hope springs eternal” here in 


Taichung. 


Rev. Stephen Harrop 


ISO D £ OLISE DP § OUISOD £ NESE 6 NSF 


TRAVELLING AROUND 


During my summer holidays I had 
the opportunity of revisiting my former 
congregation and friends in Belgrade. 
I was able to take a service for them 
and enjoy a very happy reunion lunch. 
It seemed only yesterday I left for 
Taipei. It’s hard to believe it was 


really last September. Unfortunately, 


there has been no replacement 
Chaplain, the main reason being 
finance and the continuing internal 
conflicts raging in Kosovo. Despite all 
of these problems the little group of 
locals have maintained their regular 
Sunday worship and fellowship. They 
were delighted that my new church, 
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The Church of the Good Shepherd, 
was able to donate some assistance for 
the rent on their Chapel building. It 
was also a delight to see the young 
family from Sarajevo, a family now in 
Canada at St. John’s Ottawa. A link 
had been made between our church in 
Kosovo and St. John’s to help this 
refugee family to have a new home. We 
are all delighted that after 18 months 
they are now in a new and caring 
home. 
ove link now completed is 
that of a young doctor, Davor, 
who had joined our chaplaincy. He has 
started his post-graduate studies at 
Queen’s Medical Centre Nottingham 
in the UK. I was able to see Davor’s 
family in Belgrade and for them it is 
all a dream come true. 
beso back on my time in that 
very sad place, there were so 
‘many wonderful achievements with 
people.. God was, and is, continuing to 
shaow his love among so much hate. 
Prayers were answered and people 
were blessed by God in the midst of so 
many horrors. Of course, there is still a 
life time of work to be done in 
peacemaking to conquer the hates with 


care, love, and prayer. 
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et us always have as the priority 
in our prayers to pray for the 


courage and strength to be God’s 
peace makers in a world still filled 
with darkness. 
AND AT HOME... 
c my absence the congregation 
practiced what the diocese has long 
preached —lay ministry. The English 
speaking congregation at Good 
Shepherd is blessed with two seminary 
graduates who preached in my absence. 
Bill Bryson, a lawyer with Baker and 
MacKenzie in Taipei preached “A Tale 
of Two Lawyers”. Steve Schaufele, a 
teacher at the European School in 
Taipei also used as a topic the role of a 
Christian teacher. The reaction to both 
was outstandingly enthusiastic. 


A the end of August, the English 
congregation has resumed 


‘Sunday School classes with Andrea 


Ohlsun in charge. The congregation 
has lost most of its most active 
members in the last year. We miss 
them each and every one. But we also 
welcome with great anticipation the 
new members who are arriving every 


week. : 


The Rev. Graham Doyle 


The summer months have seen an 
unusually large fluctuation in the 
numbers attending English language 
services. Many members of the 
congregation are completing their 
three years in Taiwan and returning to 
their home countries. 

One Sunday of every month, Dr. 
Richard Sah brings birthday cakes for 
the English speaking congregation to 
celebrate the birthdays of those born in 
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that month. In June there were no 
birthday celebrants present so we used 
the occasion to wish a “Bon voyage” 
to departing members. In July, we 
celebrated the birthday of Julia 
Dongayin. In August, we celebrated 
the birthday of Agustina F. Bongyao, 
who was named for the month in 
which she was born. Both are from St. 
Gabriel’s Church in Lubon, Tadian, 
Mountain Province, Philippines. 
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PRAISE-WE LOVE PRAISE 


The following three letters, or portions thereof, gave us great pleasure. We are 
always delighted to know what readers think, good and bad, as it helps us to 


produce a more appropriate newsletter. Thank you. 


I. CHEE 
Dear John, 

Congratulations on the conference 
of the doctorate degree by your alma 
mater! This exciting news came to 
me through Tony Price on the e-mail 
who I believe attended the ceremony. 
This is wonderful for Taiwan diocese 
too! 


EWG 

I also wish to extend my 
appreciation to you for the help in 
publishing Dick Corsa's book. I 
believe it is a significant venture, we 
have always needed some kind of 
historical record of our Church in 
Dick went through 
tremendous effort to secure 


Taiwan. 


information from the most reliable 


people of each related area and era, the 
only regret I have is the elimination of 
lots of stories and other information 
that he earlier compiled for the sake of 
coming up with a smaller book, so that 
it could actually be completed. It 
would have been thicker book if his 
health were better. And here ! would 

_ like to mention Margaret Corsa, who at 
a time when Dick was physically 
handicapped, helped with a great 
amount of the work in re-reading, 
correcting, and other editorial finesse. 
We have her to thank, too. As you 
will have seen, Dick always saw from. 
the bright and hopeful side of things, 
seeking to bring inspiration in the 
reading of our Church history. We 
have plenty to thank him for. 

At the EAM (Episcopal 
Asiamerica Ministry) consultation in 
New York this past June, as Secretary 
- of the EAM Council and Dean of the 
conference, I circulated Fr. Jerry 
Drino's pamphlet on the summer 
program to send young people to 
Taiwan to teach English, as well as 
soliciting English teachers for the 
kindergartens. The program certainly 
looks very good, but it was quite short 
notice, we should make an earlier push 
for next year. Also, it is in our plans 
to have next year's EAM Consultation 


’ simply assumed. 


in Hong Kong. There is also a 
possibility that we may hold our 
Chinese Convocation meeting in 
Taiwan..... 

On the personal side, you may 
have heard or read in Episcopal Life, I 
was elected to the Executive Council 
of the National Church to fill Ben 
About 15 candidates 
were reduced to 3, and I was elected 


Pao's place. 


on the first ballot. This is quite an 
honor and privilege, and I do hope to 
be able to contribute to our Church in 
that capacity. Also, I have been 
called to the Diocese of Los Angeles. 
The bishop wants me there to help 
with Chinese ministry, and there are 
many things I could do for the diocese, 
so it is not certain at this point that I 
will be going to St. Gabriel's in 
Monterey Park which many people 
I will let you know 
what happens and also provide you my 
new mailing address when I have it. 

Please tender my greetings to 
our brother and sister clergy. May the 
Diocese of Taiwan continue to be 
blessed. 

Yours in Christ, 


David Chee 


dng: 


Il. SUMIDA 
Dear Bishop and Mrs. Chien, 

I hope this letter will find you in 
good health. It was my great pleasure 
and honor to meet you at All Soul’s 
Church in Okinawa in May. I visited 
Taipei at the end of May.During this 
visit Mr. Sumida wrote an article 
published in ‘Pacific Stars and 
Stripes” -July 26, 1998 issue called 
“Taiwan, where yesterday and today 
become one” I now quote the final two 
paragraphs. 

“..I was sure that I would come back 
to this island someday. China’s 
unparalleled long history and the 
innumerable treasures in the museum 
certainly captured my fascination and 
admiration. But, I had discovered 
another treasure through this trip — a 
treasure that is not locked up ina 
display case, but is out in the busy 
streets, alleyways and nearly every 
nook and cranny in the city. It is the 
people of Taiwan that fascinated me 
the most. Their gentle smiles, reserved 
manner, and open hearted willingness 
to offer a helping hand to strangers are 
definitely the true charm and treasure 
of Taiwan. 

“After a trip like ours, it’s easy to 
see how befitting Taiwan’s other name, 


Formosa, really is. It means “the 


beautiful island.” 

I was so moved by warm and 
open hearted hospitality that people in 
Taipei offered us throughout our visit. 

I hope I have another opportunity 
to see you in the near future. 


Sincerely, 


_ Chiyomi Sumida 


Ill. CORSA 
Dear Bishop Chien, 

... The last issue of the English 
newsletter “Friendship” was excellent’ 
and’ in my opinion, contained 
information of high interest that should 
be shared with the entire Episcopal 
Church....perhaps in the “Living 
Church”. 

The tenth anniversary of your 
consecration as Bishop of Taiwan; the 
Sabbatical leave which began David 
Scott’s visit to the Taiwan Church and 
his stay at FuJen Roman-Catholic 
University; Jerry Drino’s report of his 
meeting with you and with Dr. Andrew 
Chang; Stephen Harrop’s — a 
missionary’s life on Taiwan and his 
present English congregation; and the 
Phillipino members of his and St. 
John’s Cathedral congregations and 
their problems with brokers and 
Taiwan police, are all high interest 


topics. . 
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Pictures would help bring the 
messages across to the reader of the 
life and growth of a very important 
diocese of our church. 

... you are doing an historic job in 
not only your diocese, but in the unity 


of the Anglican church in Asia. The 
church on this side of the ocean should 
be made aware of it. 
! My regards to you and Mrs. 
Chien, 

Dick Corsa 


3O YEARS IN TAIWAN 


| began attending St. James’ 
[Taichung] English services in the 
fall of 1993 when I returned from 
furlough in the USA. I rode to church 
each week with the Andrew Cole 
family and got recruited to take 
offerings, read lessons, and even 
sometimes play the piano. After 
Coralie Brookes left for Australia I 
became a more regular pianist for the 
services. After Dr. Cole left for 
Australia I alternated with Phillip 
Gibson in playing the piano. This past 
year Phillip carried more of the 
responsibilities as lay reader, so I 
played piano for almost Il of the 
Sunday services. I very much enjoy a 
liturgical service and the more 
traditional hymns, so I have enjoyed 
attending St. James’ these last few 
years. 
| came to Taiwan in 1966 asa 
missionary teacher at Morrison 


Academy. I am a member of the 
Evangelical Alliance Team [TEAM]. I 
had been widowed while serving as a 
missionary in Aruba and was 
reassigned to the school here in 
Taichung. I came with two children. 
My son was almost 6 years of age and 
my daughter almost 4. I did a year of 
language study in Taipei at TLI, 
moved to Taichung in 1967 and have 


been here ever since. My children both 


graduated from Morrison Academy 
and only returned to the USA when 
they enrolled in university. 
1 ies the earlier years of my 
service in Taichung I was asked 
to be director of the Taichung Youth 
Orchestra, and as the director I was 
asked to start the first music camp in 
Taiwan. This camp continued each 
summer for five years until my return 


to the USA for a year of furlough in 
1980. More recently I was asked to 


‘share conducting responsibilities for 
the community orchestra, Sunrise 
Symphony. I have enjoyed this group 
since 1995. All the rehearsals of these 
two orchestras have been conducted in 
Mandarin, so I have continued to use 
the language even though I teach using 
English every day at sori 
Acaademy. 

) Te past ee summers I have 

taken students to music camps in 
the United States. This past July I took 
them to a Christian music camp I 
Near Philadelphia. While I was there I 
stayed with Peyton and Mary Craighill 
for several days and we had a 
marvelous time visiting. They are 


Dear Ruth, 


greatly missed at St. James’. 
Ne Lam retiring officially on 
December 31* after 32 years in 
Taiwan and 38 years with TEAM. That 
is half of my life! I will, of course, 
miss all my friends. It has been most 
enjoyable getting to know all the 
varied congregations at St. James my 
last four yearS'of fesidence i in this. 
beautiful land. The Lord has given me 
many interesting experiences through. 
the years, and has been a very faithful 
support to a young widow with two 
children to bring up in this land. For 
this I praise HIS name! 


Mrs. Ruth E. Jobes 


at is, “By 


Well done! Fare thee well with all God’s blessings! You will be greatly missed 


by all in the Taiwan Episcopal community as well as many other venues. 


BON HORC ON HORS ON EKCOMHERCO He 


THANK YOU 


To all our wonderful contributors, a heart felt “Thank you”’’ As you see from 


the letters we are receiving, your work is well appreciated the world over. Please 


continue to send us your articles and remarks. 


Elizabeth Green 
The Bishop’ s English Secretary 


